Medieval Times WebQuest

A Discovery of the Past
Task :

Your task is two fold.  [image: image1.wmf]
Part 1:  You will choose from a group of medieval people, research their role in medieval society, and create a presentation, dressed as this person, describing the findings of your research.  What is your job?  What contributions are you making to the feudal society?  Are any occupations today similar to those of long ago? 

Part 2:  You will research the following topics of the medieval era:  Feudalism, Knighthood, Education, Medieval Medicine and Castles.  What impact did this topic have on the medieval period?  What impact did this topic have on our lives we live today?   [image: image2.wmf]
Please check with the lord (teacher) for approval on all project topics before beginning research.  

Resources: 

Advancing Excellent Teaching in American Schools:  What was it Like to Live in the Middle Ages?

http://www.learner.org/exhibits/middleages/feudal.html 

This site asks “What was it like to live in the Middle Ages?’  It has links to:  Feudal Life, Religion, Home, Clothing, Health, Arts and Entertainment, Townlife, and related resources. This site is sponsored by Advancing Excellent Teaching in American Schools and uses media and telecommunications to advance excellent teaching in American schools.  An excellent site with a great variety of resources!

Related Websites About Life in Medieval Times: 

Grantchester: A Medieval Village    http://www.calvin.edu/academic/medieval/village/
Includes an introduction video to the site! 

Medieval England - Daily Life in Medieval Towns http://www.britainexpress.com/History/Townlife.htm 

[image: image3.wmf]History Channel’s 75 Middle Ages Topics                           
WWW.SIRCLISTO.COM  This is Sir Clisto Severwood’s tomb of adventure and knowledge.  This presentation provides links to the History Channel’s 75 Middle Ages topics.  If you don’t find what you need, a search box is provided through the Argo Medieval search engine.  Great graphics, sound, and sources! 

School Site Created by Mrs. Sunda’s 4th and 5th Grade Gifted Class

http://www.kyrene.k12.az.us/schools/brisas/sunda/ma/mahome.htm  This is a site created by a 4th and 5th grade gifted class on Life in the Middle Ages.  Several good links to Becoming a Knight, Castle, Cathedrals and many others.  

EMuseum Middle Ages Site

http://emuseum.mnsu.edu/history/middleages/  This is an interactive site sponsored by the emuseum.  Excellent graphics and links to information about the middle ages.  [image: image4.wmf]
[image: image5.wmf]Mr. Dowling’s Electronic Passport to the Middle Ages

http://www.mrdowling.com/703middleages.html
Between Ancient and Modern  |  Feudalism |  Primogeniture


 HYPERLINK "http://www.mrdowling.com/703-christendom.html" Christendom   |  The Huns  |  The Barbarians  |  The Byzantine Empire
The Moors  |  The Franks and Charlemagne  |  The Vikings
The Normans  |  The Bubonic Plague  
A teacher’s site on the Middle Ages.  Lots of text with some pictures.  A good site for information about the topics listed above.

Art of the Middle Ages  

http://witcombe.sbc.edu/ARTHmedieval.html
Chris WitcombeThese pages are maintained by , Professor of Art History at Sweet Briar College, Virginia.  A good source for viewing art of the Middle Ages.
Harps and Heralds: A Study of Medieval England (2002 ThinkQuest USA) 

http://library.thinkquest.org/CR0210340/ 

This website about medieval England covers dragons, knights, unicorns, music, royalty, castles, Robin Hood, medicine and more. 

Medieval Madness (Grade 6) 

http://www.palos118.org/South/curriculum/team6c/midages/ 

Welcome all ye lords and ladies of the manor! Enter this site to learn of the time in history we call the "Middle Ages." 
Welcome to the Manor: A Guide through Medieval Life (2002) 

http://library.thinkquest.org/CR0213647/
Medieval Technology by P.J. Gans from New York University 

http://scholar.chem.nyu.edu/tekpages/Technology.html 

Learn about items of daily life - - information on technological innovation and related subjects in Western Europe during the Middle Ages. This site has a timeline of technology for those who are interested.  

Middle Ages Pathfinder

http://www.hudson.edu/media/hmspath/middleages.html  This site from Hudson Middle School has links to site, books and resources about the Middle Ages. 

Castles-of-Britain Medieval English Towns Medieval-Life The Middle Ages Life in the Middle Ages Tales of the Middle Ages Minnesota State U.eMuseum Camelot Village  Well organized and easy to navigate!

Iter:  Gateway to Middle Ages and Renaissance

Their guest database provides access to a PBS Nova site:

http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/nova/lostempires/trebuchet/
Secrets of Lost Empires II -- Medieval Siege:

Web Site Overview:   

*Medieval Arms Race The trebuchet was only the most frightening of the weapons early European warriors employed in siege warfare. They also relied on battering rams, siege towers, tunnels - anything to gain access to a castle. Defenders, meanwhile, had a few tricks of their own.

*NOVA Builds a Trebuchet:

Step through this series of photographs to learn about how NOVA and a team of master builders from England, Germany, France, and the United States tried to reconstruct one of the most destructive of medieval weapons: a giant trebuchet. 

* Life in a Castle:

What would it be like to live in a medieval castle? Read this interview with British military historian Richard Holmes to find out about its cleanliness, sleeping arrangements, the role of women, and more. (Grades 6-8, 9-12) 

* Destroy the Castle (Hot Science):

Build your own online trebuchet, taking into consideration such factors as missile weight, sling length, and counterweight design, and see if your invention can crush a castle wall. (Shockwave plug-in required.) (Grades 6-8, 9-12) 
Interactive Software
http://historymedren.about.com/mpremail.htm
Browse through the most frequently asked questions, then scroll down to click on her email to ask her your questions about medieval times.  

Product:

Part 1:  You you will choose from the following list of people from the feudal age to do your research:  son or daughter of the lord of the castle, a squire, a merchant’s son or daughter, a nursemaid, a serf / farmer, the cook’s helper, a goat herder or shepherd, monk in training, nobleman’s son in fostering, musician / troubadour, a laundress, milkmaid, baker, carpenter or mason, wandering scholar, stableman, a midwife’s apprentice, soldier, king, queen, bishop, baron, peddler, central lord, minstrel, peasant, page or an explorer.  [image: image6.wmf]
As you do your research, think about the following questions:

· Who are you?  

· What has your life been like during your childhood and adolescence?  

· What is your world like?  

· What is your job?  Did you choose your job?  

· What contribution are you making to feudal society?  

· Is your position similar to any in our world today?  

*You need to do more than just answer these questions for your presentation.  Be creative, you can bring in food, gifts, recreated artifacts or other possibly used items from this time period to add to your presentation.
*[image: image7.wmf]Also, think about what your costume should be.  These websites might be helpful.

                         http://www.knowledgehound.com/topics/renaissa.htm


http://www.garbtheworld.com/pgs/hist/medieval.shtml


http://www.pearsonsrenaissanceshoppe.com/index.html
Part 2:  You will also be responsible for researching these topics of medieval times.  Answer all of the questions for each topic and turn them in to the lord.
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· Feudalism  

1. What is Feudalism and how did it work?

2. What were the four classes of Feudalism?

3. What are some advantages and disadvantages of Feudalism?

4. Would Feudalism work in today’s world?

· [image: image9.wmf]Knighthood

1. How did someone become eligible to become a knight?

2. What were the stages in becoming a knight?

3. How was a name chosen for a knight? 

4. What were the different levels of knights?

5. Is there a position in today’s world that would be similar to being a knight
· Education

1. What kind of education did people receive?

2. [image: image10.wmf]Who was given an education?

3. Who was responsible for educating people?

4. What kinds of buildings were used for schools? 
5. What this a good way to provide an education?

6. How was it different from our education system today?

· [image: image11.wmf]Medicine

1. Who was responsible for practicing medicine?

2. What were some of the diseases? 

3. What were the causes of these diseases?

4. What kinds of medicines were used?

5. How is it different from how medicine is practiced today?

Resources:

Medicine in Medieval and Early Modern Europe 

http://www.schoolshistory.org.uk/medievalmedicine.htm 

Medicine during the medieval period changed in a number of ways, often for the worse. 

Related Website: 

Health from Annenberg/CPB 

http://www.learner.org/exhibits/middleages/morhealt.html  Learner.org site about health and medicine during the Middle Ages 
· Castles

1. [image: image12.wmf]How were castles constructed inside and out?

2. Who lived in the castles?

3. How did someone come to live in a castle?

4. How were castles defended?

5. Does anyone live in a castle today?  

Sources:   

Castle Learning Center

http://www.castles-of-britain.com/castle6.htm
Castle Learning Center’s site dedicated to the study and promotion of British castles.

Castles on theWeb 

http://www.castlesontheweb.com/  This site is meant to organize and offer to the world all the sites that offer information about castles.  A search box allows you to search for information or with one click you can ask a question.  A great site for those who love castles!

Created by Kathy Sunday IUPUI – Indianapolis  June 20, 2003

eduscapes.com/students/sunday2.doc
If you have extra time in class, check these fun sites out!
Medieval basketball game

http://www.schoolhistory.co.uk/games/hoopshoot/hoop_castles.html
Medieval soccer game

http://www.schoolhistory.co.uk/games/penaltyshootout/medievaltimes.htm
Tour a castle from the medieval period
http://library.thinkquest.org/4051/titlepg.htm
Become a knight and joust at a tournament

http://www.tudorbritain.org/joust/
