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Industrialized Nations After the Cold War

Europe

· 1991-Germany is reunified.

· European Economic Community became European Union.

· European Union added nations from Eastern Europe.

· Euro became common currency for most of Europe.

· Warsaw Pact dissolved.

· 1999-NATO added Eastern European countries.

Russia/United States

Russia

· Russia changed to a market economy.

· Unemployment and prices rose, crime flourished.

· 2000—Putin increased power of central government.

· Russia secured a consulting status with NATO. United States

· United States emerged as the world's only superpower.

· Great deal of political and military global influence

· 1990s—economic boom

· Military expenses led to budget deficits.

Asia

· After World War II, Japan dominated Pacific Rim.

· Japan became economic powerhouse.

· Taiwan, Hong Kong, Singapore, and South Korea modernized.

· These four "Asian Tigers" focused on light industries.

· The "Asian Tigers" concentrated on higher-priced goods, such as electronics.

Summary (p. 224)

Reading Check Taiwan, Hong Kong, Singapore, and South Korea

Vocabulary Strategy Inflation means "a rapid rise in prices linked to a sharp increase in the amount of money available."

Reading Skill In the early 1990s, the United States had an economic boom and a budget sur​plus. In the early 2000s, slow economic growth and soaring military expenses led to budget deficits.

Review Questions 1. after the end of the Cold War; 2. Russia struggled to forge a market econ​omy. Unemployment and prices soared, and crim​inals flourished. Russia defaulted on most of its foreign debt. High inflation and the collapse of the Russian currency forced banks and businesses to close.
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Globalization Developed Nations

· Depend on outsourcing

· Rise of multinational corporations

· Lend money

· WTO and G-8 set up global rules.

Both

· Depend on oil and other natural resources

· Harmed by debt crisis

· Trade encourages technology, communication, and new ideas.

· IMF and WTO advise and monitor.

Developing Nations

· Produce goods cheaply

· Borrow money

· Required by rich nations to make changes

· Indigenous cultures are disrupted.

· Lower profits

· Too-rapid development

Summary (p. 226)

Reading Check the process by which national economies, politics, and cultures become inte​grated with those of other nations

Vocabulary Strategy Asset means "any property that has exchange value."

Reading Skill Poor nations borrow capital to modernize and rich nations lend capital. When poor nations cannot repay their debts, both rich and poor nations are hurt.

Review Questions 1. to ensure that trade flows smoothly and freely; 2. Global trade brings con​sumers a greater variety of goods and services, and it generally keeps prices lower.
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Aspects of Globalization

Poverty/Disease

· Natural disasters

· Many earn less than $2 per day.

· Many unable to read or write.

· Growing gap between rich and poor

· Debt

· Rapid population growth

· Some natural disasters bring disease.

· Rapid spread of global diseases

· Epidemics such as HIV/AIDS

· Hunger

· Immigration to developed world

Human Rights

· Universal Declaration of Human Rights

· Helsinki Accords

· Despite agreements, human rights abuses occur daily.

· World community monitors human rights.

· Women work for equality in education and workforce.

· UN sets standards for children's rights.

· Indigenous people face abuse.

Environmental Issues

· Industrialization

· Increased population

· Chemical and nuclear pollution

· Desertification

· Global warming

Summary (p. 228)

Reading Check a disease that spreads rapidly Vocabulary Strategy Inhibit means "to hold back or keep from some action."

Reading Skill Some scientists say that due to human activity Earth's temperature has risen because of gases released during the burning of fossil fuels. Other scientists say that global warm​ing is due to natural fluctuations in Earth's climate.

Review Questions 1. debt, lack of money to improve living conditions, political upheavals, civil war, corruption, poor planning, urbanization, and rapid population growth; 2. deforestation
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Threats to Security

Nuclear Weapons: Nuclear weapons are unse​cured in Soviet Union.

Nuclear Proliferation: Some nations have not signed treaty; others are suspected of acquiring nuclear weapons.

WMDs: Terrorist groups began to use them in 1990s; rogue states see them as way to defend themselves and to increase power.

Terrorists: Terrorists use headline-grabbing tactics to draw attention to their demands.

Regional Terrorist Groups: Commit bombings, shootings, and kidnappings to force governments to change their policies

Islamic Fundamentalism: Has led to growth of groups such as al Qaeda

Summary (p. 230)

Reading Check The use of violence, especially against civilians, to achieve political goals. Vocabulary Strategy Priority means "something deemed of greater importance than other things." Reading Skill Before the treaty, the United States and the Soviet Union built up arsenals of nuclear weapons. After the treaty, some nations failed to sign the treaty or violated it.

Review Questions 1. The Russian government has not had money to secure the weapons prop​erly. 2. The Taliban government of Afghanistan refused to surrender Osama bin Laden and other terrorists.
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Important Science and Technology

Space Science

· Soviet Union and United States compete in space race.

· Soviets launch Sputnik in 1957.

· United States lands human on the moon.

· United States and Soviet Union explore military uses of space.

· Nations work together on space projects.

· Satellites are used for communication, observa​tion, and navigation.

Computers

· Computers lead to Information Age.

· PCs become widely available.

· PCs replace typewriters and account books in homes and businesses.

· Computers are used in many ways.

· Internet allows instant, global communication.

· Internet changes life in developing world.

Medicine and Biotechnology

· Vaccines prevent the spread of diseases.

· Surgeons transplant organs.

· Lasers make surgery safer and more precise.

· Scientists have some success in treating cancers.

· Today, computers and other technologies help doctors to treat diseases.

· Genetic engineering improves the food supply.

· Cloning raises ethical issues.

Summary (p. 232)

Reading Check the application of biological research to industry, engineering, and technology Vocabulary Strategy Manipulation means "the skillful handling of something with the purpose of achieving a specific result."

Reading Skill access to information, ability to communicate, disease prevention, better medical care

Review Questions 1. Artificial satellites are used for communication, observation, and navigation. 2. Cloning raises ethical questions regarding the role of science in creating and changing life.

