Why was it called “The Dark Ages”? DBQ

Directions: Next week, you are going to write an essay where you argue whether or not the Early Middle Ages (the period of time after the Roman Empire ended) should be known as the Dark Ages. The following documents provide evidence that you can use on that essay. Use the questions to help you analyze the documents.

Excerpts adapted from A World Lit only by Fire, by William Manchester
Document 1

Very little is clear about that dim era. Intellectual life had vanished from Europe. Even Charlemagne, the first Holy Roman Emperor and the greatest of all medieval rulers, was illiterate (could not read or write). In fact, it is undeniable that most of what is known about that era is bad – constant warfare, corruption, lawlessness, obsession with strange myths, and stupidity.

1. According to Document 1, why is so little known about the Dark Ages? __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Document 2

The Dark Ages were hard in every way. Famines, plague, and eventually the Black Death decreased the population. Climate changes brought storms and floods which turned in to major disasters. It says a lot about the Middle Ages that by the year 1500, the old Roman roads were still the best in Europe. No one had bothered to build anything better for one thousand years.

2. According to Document 2, why was life so hard during the Dark Ages? __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Explain the author’s point about the Roman roads – why is it important that none had been built that were better? __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Document 3

The level of everyday violence – deaths in bar brawls, or even from fights during sporting events was shocking. During one tournament of Knights, sixty people were hacked to death. The forests surrounding villages were filled with robbers and murderers. Murders were twice as frequent as deaths by accident, and only one of every one hundred murderers was caught. Also, kidnapping and holding people for ransom was a common way to make a living. For these reasons, people almost never left their home village. 

4. Why did people almost never leave their home village? __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. Why do you think life was so violent in the Middle Ages? __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Document 4

Death was the punishment for hundreds of crimes, especially those against someone else’s property. The threat of the death penalty was even used in religious conversions, and medieval threats always meant something. Charlemagne was a fair and smart ruler, for the times. His was loyal to the Church, though he sometimes chose a funny way to show it. When he conquered one group of rebels, he gave them the choice between baptism or immediate death – when they hesitated, he had forty-five hundred of them beheaded in one morning.

6. How was the death penalty used in the Middle Ages? __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7. How do you think such common use of the death penalty would impact people living at this time? Explain. __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Why are the Middle Ages known as the Dark Ages?

Directions: Use the graphic organizer below to organize evidence about the Dark Ages. You will be able to use this on the essay next week.

	On this side of the chart, write down three quotes that show the Middle Ages should be considered The Dark Ages
	On this side of the chart, explain WHY that quote shows the Middle Ages should be considered the Dark Ages.

	
	

	
	

	
	


Why are the Middle Ages known as the Age of Faith? (or Age of Christianity?)

	On this side of the chart, write down three reasons why the Middle Ages could be considered an Age of Faith.
	On this side of the chart, explain WHY that reason proves that the Middle Ages were an Age of Faith

	
	

	
	

	
	


The Feudal System

Directions: Use the pyramid below to take notes about the Feudal System.


