Name: _____________________________

Find the Main Idea

Major Art Periods
Three major movements in the history of
art are Medieval, Renaissance and Modern.
The Medieval period, which encompasses
the time from around 600 AD into the 14th
century, is predominately religious in nature.
Objects are not portrayed realistically, but as
simple ﬂat images. During the Renaissance
period, beginning in the late 14th century
and continuing into the 16th century, artists
developed a more realistic style. Renaissance
artists also discovered the use of perspective,
which brought a three dimensional feeling to
two dimensional artwork. Prominent artists
of this time were Leonardo da Vinci and Jan
van Eyck. Modern art, which encompasses the
Impressionist and Cubist movements, began
in the late 19th century and through the 20th
century. Rather than focusing on realism,
artists explored the use of light, movement
and color. Modern artists include Pablo
Picasso, Claude Monet and Vincent van Gogh.

Impression, Sunrise,
Claude Monet, 1872

Write the main idea of the paragraph in the large box below. Write two
supporting ideas in the boxes.
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Actual wording and supporting ideas will vary. Example of correct answers:

Three major art
periods are Medieval,
Renaissance and Modern.

Medieval art was
religious and not
realistic.

The Renaissance
period began
in the late 14th
century.
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The Modern art
period included
Impressionism.
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